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Alongside data regarding the extent and type of violence inflicted by the occupying Nazi forces on civilians and unarmed partisans during the Italian campaign, the research included in “The Atlas of Nazi and Fascist Massacres in Italy” reconstructs the parallel development of violent practices performed by the collaborating fascist government.

Even though the Italian Social Republic’s repressive activities were underestimated by historiography, one-third of massacre and single-killing episodes included in the census reveals the presence of fascist individuals and armed fascist groups among the perpetrators. The Italian Social Republic’s repression includes significant violence, - in many cases subordinate to and dependent on counter-guerilla strategies of the occupying allies, - and certainly has less impact in terms of mortalities, but distinguishes itself for its political quality. Repressive fascist actions – even involving civilians as well – turn out to be aimed at striking the internal enemy through selective forms of violence. A targeted violence which works through specific armed players (the Republican National Guard and the Black Brigades mostly) and in the first phase is aimed at antifascists and traitors of 25 July. As months go by, the ever-growing spectre of its repressive action extends, through progressive steps, on deserters, draft dodgers, partisan band members and any civilian offering them support, getting in winter of 1944 to expand its punishable area to entire communities.

The phases:

1- The reckoning (October 1943-February 1944)

2- Draft politic (March 1944- May 1944)

3- Fight against the partisan bands (June 1944- October 1944)

4- The civil war (November 1944- March 1945)

5- The last act (April 1945)


The presentation aims to briefly retrace the various phases through which articulates Fascist violence, highlighting in particular territories, objectives, forms of violence and synchronies in the corresponding development of the partisan movement, which characterize the clash during 1944 winter in urban and plains areas, - where the conflict among Italians reaches apex of its ferocity.

