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The purpose of this speech is to provide a synthetic reconstruction of the various stages that make up the policy of massacre in the various regions of Italy, in the light of the unparalleled possibilities offered by the atlas of Nazi and fascist massacres.
The forms and the intensity of the involvement of the people in the violence of war and occupation turn out to particularly depend on a few factors that interact with each other: the progress of the war, the consistency of partisan activities, the level of intensity of the fight against partisans and the orders that rule it, whether there is a front and how the front moves, the extent to which and the different ways in which human and material resources are exploited by the occupiers, and the type of military units charged with controlling the territory and fighting the artisan movement. 
These variables played a central role in identifying the different stages and locations of the massacres, while keeping in mind that the definition of a national chronography implies a certain risk of schematization. It has therefore been attempted to avoid the inevitable generalization that comes with a general overview, by highlighting, as accurately as possible, the exceptions, the inconsistencies and the particularities of the examined periods and regions.
The stages:
1. The Withdrawal in the South (July-December 1943)
2. The Armistice and the occupation in central and north Italy (September – October 1943)
3. The Slaughters around Gustav Line (January-May 1944)
4. The spring roundups and the violence against political enemies in the central and north Italy (March-May 1944)
5. The bloody Summer (June-August 1944)
6. The counterattacks against Partisans (September-October 1944)
7. The last Winter: the civil war and the pause at the Gothic Line (November 1944 – March 1945)
8. The late Withdrawl and the end of the war (April-June 1944)
The comparison between the different stages and territories involved allows to highlight the variety of the forms taken on by Nazi and fascist violence: the types and methods of the massacre, the status of the victims, the number of women, children and elderly killed, and the number of people killed in each incident vary depending on the objective pursued by the perpetrators, on the territories, on the characters involved and on the chronological sages of the war and the occupation. 
It can be noticed that, during retreats and in areas near the front, indiscriminate massacres took place that involved the whole civilian population in the form of micro-violence and systematic pillaging of the territories with a scorched-earth strategy and large-scale massacres aimed at pursuing the elimination of entire communities, while in occupied areas far away from the front, the most frequently-used strategy was aimed at fighting partisans by carrying out retaliations and executing mainly male adults who mostly belonged to the partisan movement. This general situation interacts with numerous individual variables, thus creating a scenario that changes and varies with time and context
The reconstruction of the national situation confirms the interpretation scheme developed by historiography on massacres: the killing of the helpless seems to be connected with precise strategies linked to the military campaign, the repression of partisan guerrilla and the system by which the territory is occupied and exploited, strategies that are carried out through a system of orders and policies issued by the military commanders. 




