A space of war, a mixing of violence: the Balkans
[bookmark: _GoBack]When violence “takes place”, it is because a place is taken over by it. Physical space and practised violence are intrinsically linked. But what are precisely the reciprocal interferences? To what extent does violence shape a space, and how does a space structure violence? Recent interdisciplinary - historical-sociological-anthropological - research projects about violence have tried to fine tune the notion of “space of violence” (Gewaltraum). At the same time, recent research regarding massacres against civilians during the Second World War in the Balkans have significantly improved. With this paper I will put in dialogue these recent research developments, in order to answer firstly the question whether there were peculiar spaces of violence in the Balkans during the Second World War. Secondly, I will test the applicability of the notion of “space of violence” on a broader scale, ie. extending it to the entire region under examination. Does it make sense to conceive the Balkans as a “space of violence”? What are the implications of doing so? 
