German security policy across occupied Europe: an overview

This paper contextualizes the German anti-partisan campaign in Italy by comparing it with case studies of three other anti-partisan campaigns that German forces waged across occupied Europe between 1942 and 1944: the Soviet Union, Southeast Europe, and France. A paper seeking to cover the entire range of German approaches to security across the entire period of the Second World War would risk trying to explain everything at the cost of explaining nothing. This paper’s more focused approach enables us to compare and contrast the factors that contributed to the varying levels of brutality across anti-partisan campaigns specifically, during the period in which German anti-partisan warfare in Italy was particularly prevalent. 

Such brutalizing factors were, in part, generic to German anti-partisan warfare as a whole. They included a harsh institutional attitude towards irregular warfare within the German army; an even harsher one within the SS and police, with even more ruthlessly ideological overtones; the brutalizing pressure of circumstances German forces often faced; and increasingly oppressive and exploitative occupation policies that undercut efforts to put anti-partisan warfare on a more constructive footing focused upon winning civilian hearts and minds.

Other brutalizing factors, however, were specific to anti-partisan campaigns in particular occupied countries and regions. These included the historical sources of enmity that German forces felt towards individual populations they were occupying; the position of occupied populations according to the Nazi racial hierarchy; national-level and regional-level ethnic and political relations among such populations; the impact of the relationship between partisan action and Allied offensive action in particular theatres of war, and the prevalence of elite Wehrmacht or SS units that possessed a particularly marked contempt for irregular warfare and for the civilian populations that were supposedly supporting it. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]What emerges is not a one-size-fits-all explanation of brutality, but a picture of an anti-partisan campaign that exhibited different degrees of brutality in different part of occupied Europe, according to the varying ways in which these factors interacted. Throughout the paper, the German anti-partisan campaign in Italy is compared with the campaigns in the Soviet Union, Southeast Europe and France, in order to draw out the main similarities and differences between them.
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