Systems of occupation, resistance and violence against civilians in East Asia
Sistemi di occupazione, resistenze e violenze sui civili in Asia orientale

Guido Samarani, Ca’ Foscari University, Venice, Italy

samarani@unive.it
The years 1937-1945 in East Asia are usually recorded in Chinese (but not only Chinese) history as the period of China’s War of Resistance against Japan or, alternatively, of the Second Sino-Japanese War, referring to the 1894-95 conflict as the First Sino-Japanese War. For many decades, general analysis and understanding of the historical meaning and importance of that conflict has largely failed to give a proper account of the role of China: often, in historical narratives published worldwide about the Second World War, China was considered a minor player and  basically the China-Japan war has been seen as a regional conflict. Indeed, China was the first country to face the onslaught of the Axis Powers in 1937, two years before Britain and France and four years before the USA. And after Pearl Harbour, China was an important part of overall Allied strategy, holding down large numbers of Japanese troops. 
In any case, it must be said that those years represented a political, military and above all a human tragedy for China and the Chinese people: according to estimates, there were about 14 milion deaths, massive refugee flight and the destruction of the country’s embryonic modernization.
The historical narrative of Japan’s violent and brutal aggression against China, of the resistance developed by the Chinese people together with various forms of collaboration with the enemy, has largely focused during the last few decades on the Nanjing Massacre and on the role played by biological warfare with special reference to Japanese Imperial Army Unit 731 based in Harbin (North-East China). 
In my presentation, after a short introduction about the state of the studies on the field, I would like in the second part to focus, however in a very essential way, on two questions: a) the  recently made available news and documentation about the so-called “rotten leg villages”, produced by extensive Japanese chemical and biological warfare; b) Japanese internment camps in China and East Asia, a topic largely known in the West thanks to the publication of hundreds of  memories especially by USA and British Pows but basically neglected in Chinese historiography.
