Paolo Pezzino
“The atlas of Nazi and fascist massacres in Italy, 1943-1945”.
Story of a research project.

The atlas of Nazi-fascist massacres in Italy, 1943-1945, counted, classified and analysed the episodes of violence against harmless people perpetrated by the German army and/or by units of the Italian Social republic after September 8, 1943. On each episode any kind of available information was collected and then entered in a specific database that can be consulted on-line at  www.straginazifasciste.it.
My speech will focus on the scientific rationale of the project as well as on the financial resources and the research methods which were used to carry it out, both aspects are interesting to better understand the strict relationship between history, memory and institutions.
For over twenty years Italian historiographers have been actively studying the civilian massacres perpetrated by the German army during their occupation of our country. Even if the first twenty years of research certainly shed some valuable light on many important topics much remained to be done. Additional investigation was needed in order not only to better clarify the context of each massacre but also to identify, if possible, the perpetrators, and their modus operandi. Moreover, it was necessary to retrace geographical settings and chronological timelines in order to make up the broader picture of what was happening at a given time in several locations, sometimes quite distant between each other.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Commission of Italian and German historians, appointed  by the two Foreign ministries, included in its final report (July 2012) some recommendations on possible further historical research as well as on joint initiatives in the field of memorial policies and it also suggested the creation of a national database of the atrocities committed by the Germans and their republican fascist allies. In order to implement these recommendations the Federal Government established a special German-Italian Fund to finance future projects: the Atlas of massacres is one of these.  The project was presented by the National Association of Italian Partisans - Anpi and by the National Institute for the History of the Liberation Movement in Italy - Insmli, under the scientific direction of a committee composed by nine historians. In November  2013 the project was finally approved; the practical research work started in January 2014 with 115 researchers scattered in several areas and the results were officially presented to the Farnesina on April 6, 2016. The project’s goal was the creation of a data base available for on-line consultation through a search template including criteria like: the mode, the number and type of victims, the extent of the atrocities and, if possible, the perpetrators (only Germans, Germans and Italians, belonging units, etc.). The website which was created (accessible through the INSMLI homepage) also includes single pdf files on each episode. Compared to previous research work in the same field were considered also episodes that had only one victim, that resulted in the inclusion of many so-called “minor” episodes relating to a specific moment or area, or unit.
The most important innovation compared to previous research work was the extension of the definition of “victims”: for count purposes it was agreed to consider all the episodes leading to the killing of harmless people, meaning by this the people who could not defend themselves. We intentionally excluded from our research scope the partisans dead during the fights, but we included those who after surrendering or being caught during ambushes, were killed right on the spot or later, therefore who were killed unarmed.
At the end of my speech, I will provide with some general interpreting guidelines of the research results.
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